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SWINE FLU DETECTED IN GIBRALTAR 

GHA EASES RESTRICTIONS ON FLU VACCINATION 

 

The first case of swine flu isolated in this flu season has been reported in Gibraltar.  

The case involved a child, who is doing well after a brief illness. 

Swine Flu is highly infectious and unlike other Flu viruses, is particularly severe on 

pregnant women, young persons and people with certain pre-existing diseases. The 

disease continues to spread in the UK at the rate of 10,000 new cases per day and 

causing a number of deaths, mostly in unvaccinated people. 

Vaccine against flu is available in Gibraltar for those groups most at risk. Until now, the 

GHA had required that all eligible persons who had not received the vaccine in the 

previous year would have to obtain a prescription from the doctor.  

This restriction has now been lifted. 

All eligible persons over the age of 4 years (except for children with 

immunosuppression) can now go directly to the Flu Vaccination service at the Primary 

Care Centre (Blood Clinic), without a prescription, from Monday to Fridays between 

2pm and 4pm.  

Prescriptions are still necessary for (a) Children with immunosuppression and (b) 

Children aged between 6 months and 4 years. They should see their doctor and obtain 

a prescription in the usual way. 
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Eligible persons are: 

1)  All persons aged 65 years or over. 

2)  Persons aged between 6 months and 65 years, who meet these conditions: 

 Condition Example 

Persons who suffer from High 
Risk diseases 

Severe Asthma 
Chest complaints, including bronchitis and emphysema 
A heart problem 
A kidney disease 
A liver disease 
A neurological condition, e.g. MS or cerebral palsy 
A stroke or a transient ischaemic attack (TIA) 
Diabetes 

Persons with lowered 
immunity due to disease or 
treatment 

Steroid medication 
Cancer treatment 
Problem with the spleen (or have had the spleen removed). 

Pregnant women Of any age and at any stage of pregnancy 

Main carer of frail person Older or disabled person 

Front line health or social 
care worker 

GHA employees 
Care Agency employees 
Other Doctors, Nurses, Dentists and Pharmacists. 

Handler of live animals  GONHS staff, veterinary staff and bird handlers 

 

In particular, pregnant women who did not receive the swine flu vaccine last year 

should do so, as pregnant women are at an increased risk of severe disease and flu-

related hospital admissions. The vaccine is safe. There are no known problems from 

giving the seasonal flu (or swine flu) vaccine to women who are pregnant at any 

stage of the pregnancy. 

It is vital that children who suffer from high risk diseases or those who have lowered 

immunity should receive the seasonal flu vaccination. These children are more likely 

to become seriously ill if they catch swine flu, and it could make their existing 

condition worse. Seasonal flu vaccine can be given at the same time as routine 

childhood vaccines. Children with immunological problems who did not get the swine 

flu vaccine last year will need an accelerated programme.  

For further details the Primary Care Centre should be contacted on 20070143 ext. 

3210 or 20072355. 

 


